1.

Overview

As our city grows and more people move around the city we need to make decisions about how
we best use the road network. We are going to need more of the road space for walking, public
transport, and cycling. To allow for this, it is likely on-street parking on some streets or at certain
times of the day will need to be removed.
This background note has been prepared to give an indication of the impacts on parking spaces
within and outside the Wellington CBD, associated with the four illustrative investment scenarios.
This information will be used to support the public engagement in November 2017.
The current indicative estimate is that the number of on-street parking spaces affected by the
four scenarios could be from 7% to 14% of the CBD on-street spaces. Scenarios B, C and D will also
require some changes to on-street parking on main public transport and cycle routes outside the
CBD.

2.

Parking spaces affected

On-street parking in the CBD is mostly limited to two hours. This means that the vast majority of
long-stay and commuter parking in the CBD is accommodated in off-street commercial and
private car parks. On-street parking represents about 10% of all parking spaces in the CBD.
Scenario A proposes increased priority for public transport along the Golden Mile. While there are
currently relatively few parking spaces on the Golden Mile, increased priority for public transport
will further reduce the spaces on that route within the central city. Scenarios B, C and D extend
the priority for public transport to the routes leading into the central city so the impacts on
parking will be further increased for those scenarios.
The introduction of cycle lanes could also have significant effects on parking in the central city and
the routes leading into it. There are a number of options for improving cycling and each
combination of public transport improvements and cycling improvements will impact on the onstreet parking differently. This report bases the parking impact assessment on one of the possible
options for each scenario.
The road corridor is also used for loading zones, mobility parking spaces, and dedicated
motorcycle parking. These are also likely to be affected by the LGWM programme.
The indicative estimate of the number of on-street parking spaces that would be affected for each
scenario is summarised in Table 1.
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Table 1 Potential Impacts of illustrative scenarios on on-street parking

SCENARIO A

SCENARIO B

SCENARIO C

SCENARIO D

Moderate impact

Moderate impact

Wider impact

Wider impact

Around 170 on-street car parks could be affected by public transport
improvements along the Golden Mile - around 5% of on-street CBD parking
spaces.

As per Scenario A, plus…

As per Scenario B, plus…

As per Scenario C.

Between 80 and 175 on-street car
parks could be affected on the public
transport spine to the south and east
of the Basin, towards Newtown and
2
Kilbirnie .

Between 145 and 440 on-street car
parks could be affected by extending
the public transport spine north along
Thorndon Quay and the Hutt Road.

Up to 215 on-street car parks could be affected by cycling improvements in the
CBD/central city - around 6% of on-street CBD parking spaces. This number
depends on the cycle facility/treatment decided on – e.g. a dedicated on-road
cycle lane vs cyclists sharing lane with low traffic speeds.
Around 75 on-street car parks could be affected by proposed clearways on
1
Vivian St – around 2% of on-street CBD parking spaces .

Scenario B also could affect four
loading zones.

Scenario C could also affect one
disability space, three motorcycle
parking areas, and two loading zones.
But...

Public transport improvements, cycling improvements and the proposed
clearways on Vivian Street could affect two disability spaces, 11 motorcycle
parking areas, 35 taxi spaces, and 25 loading zones.

Along Vivian St on-street car parking
could be affected by a new cycle facility
rather than clearways - around 2% of
on-street CBD parking spaces.
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These spaces would be affected during peak periods only
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A number of these spaces are along existing morning and afternoon clearways
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3.

Parking impact mitigation

Wellington City Council has recently started a review of its parking policy. The revised policy will
need to have a strategic focus which should set out principles for decision making to be taken into
account when implementing projects endorsed by the LGWM and Our City Tomorrow
programmes. The new parking policy should also establish operational policy positions based on
the principles which enable Wellington City Council to communicate what it will, and will not, do
around particular parking matters. For example, removal of on-street parking spaces on particular
routes will likely need to be part of a wider outcome based approach to the allocation of public
road space.
Therefore, before we make any decisions about removing on-street parks, we will need to
develop proposals for particular areas to make the best use of road space, balancing the needs of
different users in the context of LGWM and Our City Tomorrow objectives.
There are a number of ways on-street parking loss could be mitigated. In some areas, nearby
streets have spare parking capacity to absorb the shortfall from removing spaces. In other areas,
parking may need to be removed during the morning or afternoon peaks. In other areas, more
short-stay spaces could be provided in off-street commercial car parks.
Where there is a projected shortfall in parking capacity, changes could be made to parking
management – enforcement, time limits, charges, use of technology – to reduce or eliminate
impacts. For example, where there is a shortfall outside metered hours, introducing a charge at
those times may eliminate the need for additional parking.

4.

Impact Assessment

Figure 1 shows the routes within the CBD that were assumed to be impacted in order to
undertake an indicative assessment of impact on on-street parking. Appendix 1 shows the four
summary maps of the illustrative scenarios. Scenarios B, C and D all contain interventions outside
the CBD, some of which will affect parking.
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Mass Rapid Transit
Potential Cycle Network
Existing Cycle Routes
Vivian Street Clearway

Impacts are based on preliminary
concepts and actual impacts are likely to
change as designs are refined.

Figure 1 Assumed CBD routes for indicative parking impact

An assessment of the scope to mitigate loss of on-street parking has been carried out for the
above assumed routes in the CBD (Figure 1). Parking usage data shows that for this option there is
sufficient on-street parking capacity to accommodate the majority of displaced parking demand
within a relatively short distance of where car parks are likely to be affected. The areas where
there are available nearby unused car parking spaces for most of the day include Willis Street, the
Civic Centre, and Lambton Quay. The areas around Dixon Street and Kent and Cambridge Terrace
have less nearby available alternative spaces to absorb any potential loss of parking.
Routes outside of the CBD have not been assessed in detail, but could be affected through the
prioritisation of public transport and/or cycling. These routes typically support different activity
than on-street car parking within the CBD, and will require tailored consideration to the needs of
residents, businesses and the different users.
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Appendix 1 – Plans showing the location of the scenario key interventions
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Scenario A
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Scenario B
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Scenario C
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Scenario D
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