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SOS Courtenay Place is a unincorporated group of Courtenay Place business owners, stakeholders 

and property owners who have formed to oppose ‘Let’s Get Wellington Moving’ (LGWM) proposals 

(all three options) proposed along what is mistakenly called ‘The Golden Mile’. That is Cenotaph to 

Stewart Dawson’s corner only, referring to New Zealand’s premier shopping strip.  

 

The group numbers approximately 50 but is growing due to wider engagement, particularly in Tory 

Street and Te Aro. We have conducted six weeks of engagement ourselves. Attached are signed 

submissions of supporters and comments. Some are in native language as a lesson in engagement. 

You will note the far majority were never engaged/informed by LGWM and required more time. 

Overall the area of businesses and customers remain unaware of where your proposals are at.  

 

Opposed is exclusion of motor vehicles, road closure and moving of goods service vehicles to non-

proximate positions, removal of vital bus stops and other related proposals with adverse outcomes 

for businesses. 

 

Long experience, well over 100 years, has led to the development of Courtenay Place in situ as it is. 

The status quo is therefore the best design as evolved. Things are normally how they are for a 

reason. It’s called applied experience.  

 

Our concerns are with:  

- poor or non-existent engagement and explanation, particularly with ethnic business owners- 

only a minority (< 20% informed). Widespread ignorance of your plans still exists. 

- Effective ethnic ‘ignore’ is a breach of principles of natural justice. An unseemly rush to 

predetermined outcomes has clear undertones. Pushing pamphlets under doors is not 

engagement. To ring 4994444, as you direct, results in operators answering who have never 

even heard of you. Calls were only returned days later.  

- A Post COVID ambush. In effect, oppression too soon after business resumption and dealing 

with issues of staff, wages, banks, rent, turnover recovery, survival. 

- Uncaring stress imposition – breach of trite ‘caring’, ‘kind’ and ‘wellbeing’ standards.  Loftily 

proclaimed by Government and unobserved. 

- Predetermination on face of LGWM pamphlet – spin format. Many feel the process is a 

waste of time. 

- No option of status quo is wrongful, perhaps illegal. 



 

Note: 

- There is presently no ‘congestion’ as you claim as a basis for radical change. This is a city, not 

Foxton. There are brief passing peaks only. Really only ever mild inconvenience exists. 

- Did people really say in meaningful numbers or coherently what they want? Self-fulfilling 

survey methodology seems to be employed. People are mostly greedy at a free buffet. And 

silly questions generate silly answers.  

- Because most costs will be born by businesses, you can of course generate large numbers of 

free rider submitters who only weigh their own interests.  

- Footpaths are not ‘overcrowded.’ Only crowded at peak time. This is city living.  

- Predicted population growth over 30 years is maxed at 2,600 per annum. How do you 

consider growth will be necessarily connected to your mistaken ‘Golden Mile’. This is 

hyperbole and fear mongering to rationalise a juggernaut approach. Bias is not even hiding 

in plain view.  

 

- How do you know people will want to spend more time at the end of ‘repurposed closed 

side streets’? If so, why are most existing spaces empty most hours of the day now? 

- Essentially non-solutions are proposed to non-problems 

 

- You pay no regard to adverse business and financial outcomes that are clearly foreseeable. 

Financial ruin and closures are likely. You have no risk aversity radar. 

- Lessons are not learned from previous road changes and costly failures by WCC i.e lower 

Tory one way which led to 50% turnover harm. 

 

- Breach of Human Rights Act (disability) principles with removal of bus stops for ‘5 minute 

walk rule’. Five minutes for whom? Retrogressive reform here is ageist and an attack on the 

Health and Safety of youngsters out of Reading and St James (in the foreseeable future). 

- Health and safety concerns on distant delivery of heavy goods over the ‘bus highway’ you 

are bent on creating for both deliverers and street users. Real exposure to danger and risk is 

created for ‘gains’ that are highly speculative. And where do you consider our notorious 

inclement weather. We have no benign environment for all these overseas trends, some 

would like to ape. From completely incomparable cities- much bigger, denser and totally 

geographically different.  

 

- No consideration of business threats and social changes especially in our new still 

developing environment of online shopping and home working. Retail needs all the support 

it can get. So do Courtenay Place businesses working (many days) a 21 hour shift. Is LGWM a 

machiavellian agent of Petone and mall shopping? 

 

 

- Muddlement - do not be so gravely concerned about existing emissions along this route as 

you are forced to sit on your hands with the deferral of the second Mount Vic tunnel and 

thus enable the continuation and exacerbation of the ‘Genter Fumes’ caused in those 

resultant queues. Hypocrisy and falsehood cloaks this whole issue.  

- All three options proposed will increase emissions with more journey delay on Kent, 

Cambridge, Wakefield, Taranaki and in the heartland of Te Aro (Tory and connectors)  

 



- There are so many complex concerns and ‘real world’ factors that will need to be addressed 

in better and further engagement. In essence, LGWM changes and proposals along the 

‘Golden Mile’ are an exercise in ‘show business’. Nothing for the environment will be 

achieved except negatively disrupted movement with time cost and more pollution. This is 

hugely ironic. Most of your claims are simply false. 

 

Relative to all this is needs to be an understanding that Courtenay Place is a tale of two towns, in 

two forms. There is a ‘day shift’ and a ‘night shift’. There are ‘Pub Street’ and ‘Eat Street’ sides. The 

different north and south sides which operate from 7am with takeaway, bakery and coffee cafes to 

the 4am closure of bars and some ‘night owl’ food providers. The devil is, as always, in the detail. 

There is no place for sloppy, snapshot policy planning in all this or political ‘pouncing’ on a made up 

mandate i.e. the views of an assertive overblown minority. 

 

Many outsiders see Courtenay Place negatively as a problem zone of misbehaviour even disorder.  

These problems are unfortunate but not representative of the great majority activities behaviours.  

Maturity is needed to judge, moderate and reform, not pious intolerance or ‘parachute’ criticism 

Problems are nearly always over two nights only over a period of probably 6-8 hours at most in total.  

That is of 140 hours of weekly operation with less than 5% of operational time being troublesome.  

 

Courtenay Place operators are not unanimous on future design. All seek refurbishment, better care 

and cleaning. There are some who want a walking street or even street drinking, forgetting that 

buses will still be there and there is no cycling safe after midnight.  

 

The day shift is not enamoured of some night time conduct and relies more heavily on cars and pick 

up. The late night ‘brouhaha’ is not reliant on cars except taxis and Uber. People take over 

Blair/Allen after probably 11pm on weekends. However both sides are co-dependent to a significant 

degree. Both sides have a great need for goods service over seven days. 

 

Maturity is called for not ‘mantra chanted’ or anti-car selfish entitled person chatter.  

 

‘Shared’ space means just that, not a road grab by a very small elitist minority who are not time poor 

like Courtenay Place business people. These elements are all on show. LGWM must not be a political 

captive but conduct with wit, fairness and integrity. Not a forum for pop up brain explosions with an 

irremediable tail of business harm, such as we’ve seen before.  

 

The rights of those with strong investment, the builders of the street must be respected over those 

who just have ‘ a view’ or are ‘bit players’ in this and politicians should definitely stay out of 

business. Decisions that are simply beyond them. 



 

SOS reserves the right to further submit as engagement must continue particularly in light of the 

head long rush of LGWM post COVID. This smacks of political direction and crafty opportunism. 

Questions will be asked OIA regarding the intrusion and directives of Ministers. All emails will be 

sought. There is very little trust of many actors in these proposals. 

 

For the character and wellbeing of our main inner city commercial artery to be shaped and 

‘reformed’ by people who are merely new or temporary is beyond absurd. And to treat the 

relegation of cars as a given on all three options is unworldly.  

 

Not quite lunatics in charge of the asylum- but not far short. Certainly with option 3, the ‘chaos 

plan’. 

Courtenay Place generates huge amounts of GST, PAYE and tax and is a major city employer. Huge 

rates are paid in rent. It deserves respect as an important economic engine and employer. From 

activity ‘down here’ both the WCC and Government would be heavily ‘in profit’.  

Long standing commercial rate payers have a reciprocal right to the amenities WCC provides 

including proximate parking for cars (a tradition for over 90 years). This is factored into the value of 

sites and land upon which rates are based. Radical reduction or complete change to amenities is a 

commercial betrayal that leads to measurable loss. LGWM should note liability could be measured 

and sheeted home to a reckless uncommercial local authority acting in bad faith (merely along 

ideological lines). The blind leading the blind. 

 

Separate submissions will be made and practical papers delivered  

- Cars and car parking – how it is vital in CP and why 

-  ‘Congestion’ – use of hyperbole by LGWM. There is none 

- Closure on Tory Street- why do it again? What happened last time? 

- Goods Service – how it really works to deliver tons of good daily  

- Bus behaviour- how increased patronage of course slows buses down  

- How the new speed limit is an own goal. 40 kph a more intelligent speed. You have 

handicapped yourself even before the start. 

- How limiting stops to load same time demand saves no time at all  

- Your bus reliability and time goals are self-defeating and success will be your failure 

Turn your attention to where the real and obvious problems are, not to ‘show business’ vanity 

projects on your ‘Golden Mile’. There is no congestion. There is no case to answer. 

 

Barry Wilson  

barrywilsonlaw@gmail.com 

Raffaele De Gregorio  

Address: PO Box 208 Wellington 

mailto:barrywilsonlaw@gmail.com
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