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Let’s Get Wellington Moving 

Golden Mile Corridor Options 

 

This submission is made by the Wellington District Council of the New Zealand Automobile Association 
(AA).  

1. The District Council represents over 200,000 members. Although we are an organisation 
representing motorists all of our members are on occasions pedestrians and an increasing 
number are cyclists. We recognise and support the LGWM vision of creating an integrated 
package of transport improvements for all road users. We also agree that with Wellington’s 
topography there is very limited space in some areas to accommodate separate pedestrian, 
cycleways and road space. 

2. We would like to thank the LGWM team for presenting and discussing the three options at 
our recent lunchtime meeting. 

3. At this early stage we do not have a firm view on supporting any particular option, but we do 
support improvements to reduce bus delays by limiting access to parts of the Golden Mile 
and consolidating bus stops. This support is conditional on access being available to 
couriers, freight deliveries, construction, Uber and taxi drivers either after hours, outside of 
peak hours or close by on side streets. 

4. We agree that a trial of a particular concept would be useful in assessing if a concept works 
in practice. For example most of the right turns in and out of Lambton Quay could be closed 
off now although we consider the Stout Street intersection should remain open for access to 
the Courts and MBIE. 

5. With the economy in recession post Covid we note that options 2 and 3 could cost up to 
$78 Million and question whether they are affordable in the current economic climate. 
Therefore, we support the early implementation of Option 1 and parts of Option 2 with the 
understanding that the remainder of option 2 could be constructed at a later date as funds 
are available. 

6. The City has facilities operating 24 hours per day and the changes proposed need to take 
that into account. For example, elderly and disabled persons are often dropped off at the 
front door of cinemas and theatres and this needs to be maintained. We therefore have 
doubts about making Courtenay Place bus only as the Opera House, St James Theatre and 
Reading Cinemas are all located on this street. 



7. We support evidence based changes which are made on actual counts of pedestrians, 
cyclists and different types of motor vehicles. However, we do not agree with some of the 
conclusions. For example you have suggested that if Willis Street is closed to general traffic 
this traffic is expected to quickly distribute across the network. The alternative routes 
suggested of Ghuznee Street or the Terrace are already congested at peak times. We 
suggest that general traffic be allowed to access Mercer Street from Willis Street south at all 
times apart from the Monday to Friday peak of 4.00-6.00pm. 

8. We have concerns about closing off access to Lambton Quay from the side streets. If these 
are closed off a turning circle would need to be provided at each end which would result in a 
significant loss of car parks. The alternative option of just closing the median crossings on 
Lambton Quay would be our preference at this stage. 

 

We thank you for the opportunity to make a submission on these important issues for LGWM and look 
forward to discussing them further with you as details are fleshed out on the concepts. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

Geordie Cassin 
Chairman 
Wellington District Council 
New Zealand Automobile Association. 

 


