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Hello – To the future  

We are expecting many more people to come and live in 

Wellington in future.  

 

Future means in the years to come. 

 

More people living in Wellington will mean we have to build 

more houses.  

 

These houses need to be closer to where people go to: 

• school 

• shop 

• work. 

 

We also need to have better public transport because our 

roads will be busier with more people living here. 
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Public transport means: 

• buses 

• trains 

 

Wellington roads are already full of cars, vans and trucks using 

the roads. 

 

Cars, vans and trucks are polluting our air with exhaust fumes 

– called carbon emissions.  

 

Polluting means putting lots of gases, smoke and chemicals 

into the air. This makes the air we breathe bad for humans, 

animals and plants.  

 

Carbon emissions are when too much gas called carbon 

dioxide (CO2) is released into the air. This happens when we 

burn fuels such as the coal, oil and gas we use in our homes, 

and the petrol and diesel we use in our cars. 
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Carbon emissions will get worse with more people and more 

cars. 

 

To get ready for the future we need better public transport so 

more people can: 

• leave their cars at home  

• travel easily through the city. 
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What are we doing about it? 

Let’s Get Wellington Moving is a team of people who are 

working on the problem.  

 

We have come up with 4 options for travelling through 

Wellington using new kinds of public transport. 

 

We want to hear what you think about our ideas.  

 

This will help us to decide which option is best. 

 

This booklet will explain our ideas.  

 

It is a summary of a larger booklet called Hello to a future we 

can all get around written by Let’s Get Wellington Moving. 
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How you can let us know  

what you think 

Read about the new types of public transport and the four 

options.  

 

Then fill in the question boxes in this booklet and post it to us in 

the freepost envelope. 

 

You can also tell us what you think by: 

• going online – lgwm.nz/hello 
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• sending us an email – info@lgwm.nz 

• sending us a video message 

• Call 0800 110 130 

• writing us a letter. 

 

You need to tell us what you think before the deadline 5pm 

on Friday 10 December 2021. 

After the 10 December 2021 closing date: 

• what you told us will be given to the project planners to read 

• put on online for everyone to read. 
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Two new types of public transport 

The Let’s Get Wellington Moving team have been looking at 

some new electric trains and buses that can move many people 

more quickly – this is called mass rapid transit. 

Light rail 

The light rail system (LRT) is an electric train. It lets many 

people travel together. 

 

Drawing of what Light Rail could look like.  
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Here are some things to think about: 

• Up to 300 people can travel in each train comfortably and 

quickly 

• There are no steps to get into the train– this is called level 

boarding 

• There are seats for people with mobility needs 

• Light rail runs on steel tracks that would take longer to build 

• The tracks will also take longer to repair if there is a natural 

disaster such as an earthquake 

• The steel wheels on the tracks are noisier than bus wheels 

• There is more room to build houses along the route to Island 

Bay 

• It is not easy to extend the tracks to other suburbs in the 

future 

 

Drawing of what Light Rail could look like.  
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Bus rapid transit 

Bus Rapid Transit vehicles are long buses with a lot more 

space than the buses we have now.  

They do not carry as many people as light rail. 

 

Drawing of what Bus Rapid Transit could look like.  
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Some of the things to think about with Bus Rapid Transit: 

• Up to 110 people can travel in each bus comfortably and 

quickly 

• There are no steps to get onto the bus - level boarding  

• There are seats for people with mobility needs 

• Theses buses are quieter than light rail 

• The roadways are faster to build than light rail tracks 

• The roadways can be repaired faster if there is a natural 

disaster, such as an earthquake 

• The buses can be used all over the city because they run on 

wheels and not tracks 

• There would be room to build houses along on the southern 

and eastern routes 

• It is easy to extend the bus roadways to other suburbs in the 

future 
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4 options for public transport 

3 of the public transport options use light rail trains.  

1 option uses long buses.  

All of the 4 options will: 

• make it easier to get where you want to go 

• let more people travel at the same time, more quickly and 

comfortably 

• help people to feel safe when they are walking or cycling 

• make it easier to build more houses and businesses 

• help us leave our cars at home and reduce carbon 

emissions 

 

Drawing of what it could look like inside light rail or bus rapid transit  
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Option 1: South coast light rail + 

new public transport tunnel 

This option will take 10–15 years to build and  

cost $7.4 billion. 

Here are some important things to know about this option: 

• Light rail trains run from the Railway Station to Island Bay 

• Basin Reserve gets a makeover and is not a roundabout 

• It is not easy to extend light rail to other suburbs in the future 

• Arras tunnel is made longer to make it easier to get around 

the Basin 

• A new tunnel is built at Mt Victoria 

• Buses that connect with the train get priority to travel to 

Miramar and the airport 

• New walking and cycling paths will be built 
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Option 2: Bus Rapid Transit to the  

sea and airport 

This option will take 10 to 15 years to build and  

cost $7 billion 

Here are some important things to know about this option: 

• Bus Rapid Transit long buses run to Island Bay, the airport 

and Miramar 

• This could be extended to other suburbs in the future 

• Basin Reserve gets a makeover and is not a roundabout 

• Arras tunnel is made longer to make it easier to get around 

the Basin 

• New tunnel is built at Mt Victoria 

• New walking and cycling paths will be built 
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Option 3: South coast light rail 

This option will take 8 to 12 years to build and  

cost $6.6 billion 

Here are some important things to know about this option: 

• Light rail trains run from the Railway Station to Island Bay 

• It is not easy to extend light rail to other suburbs in the future 

• Basin Reserve gets a makeover and is not a roundabout 

• Arras tunnel is made longer to make getting around the 

Basin easier 

• New tunnel is built at Mt Victoria for people cycling and 

walking 

• More buses get priority through Hataitai 

• New walking and cycling paths will be built 
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Option 4: South coast light rail  

via Taranaki Street 

This option will take 8 to 12 years to build and  

cost $5.8 billion 

Here are some important things to know about this option: 

• Light rail from Railway Station to Island Bay 

• It is not easy to extend light rail to other suburbs in the future 

• Basin Reserve stays as a roundabout and fewer changes 

needed 

• New tunnel built at Mt Victoria for people cycling and walking 

• More buses get priority through Hataitai  

• New walking and cycling paths will be built 
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Where will the trains / buses go? 

The routes will go from Wellington Railway Station to the Basin, 

through Newtown and Wellington Regional Hospital to Island 

Bay, the airport and the eastern suburbs.  
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What will happen to the Basin Reserve? 

 

 

 

Drawing of what the Basin Reserve could look like. 

 

The Basin Reserve will no longer be a busy roundabout if local 

traffic is kept away from highway traffic.  

 

This means the Basin can be made into a place where people 

want to stop and relax. 

 

Options 1, 2 and 3 turn the Basin into a more beautiful space in 

the heart of the city.  

 

In Option 4, the Basin stays the same but access will be better 

for people walking and cycling, and a safer place to cross the 

road. 
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Drawing of what Basin Reserve could look like for options 1,2 and 3.  



20 

What will happen to the Mt Victoria 

tunnels? 

All 4 options will have an extra tunnel at Mt Victoria.  

 

The tunnel we have now will be improved. 

 

This will mean: 

• we can keep vehicle traffic away from people: 

o walking through the tunnel 

o cycling through the tunnel 

•  adding new lanes for public transport. 

•  making journeys safer and more enjoyable. 
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Drawing of what Mt Victoria tunnel could look like if it is only for people 

walking or on bikes. 
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Where can I find more information? 

You can find out more about these options and see more 

images on the Let’s Get Wellington Moving website –  

lgwm.nz/hello 

 

And please remember to tell us what you think before the 

deadline 5pm on Friday 10 December 2021. 
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About you 

Name:  ___________________________________________  

Age:  _______ Gender: _____________________________  

Email:  ___________________________________________  

Which suburb do you live in:  _________________________  

What is the main way you get to and around Wellington? 

☐ Walk   ☐ Bicycle   ☐ Bus   ☐ Train ☐ Car ☐ Motorcycle 

 ☐ Other, please specify:  ____________________________  
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What do you think is most important for the future of 

Wellington?  

Please tick the box next to the things that are important to 

you. 

 

More housing closer to where you work and play 

Making it easy to get around without using a car 

Public transport that comes every 10 minutes or less so 

you don’t need a timetable. 

Reducing carbon emissions 

Safer paths for cyclists that are connected up. 

Safer and nicer footpaths to walk on. 

Connecting people to areas for shopping and socialising 

You don’t need to change buses or trains to get where 

you want to go. 

Making it easy to get to key places like the airport or 

hospital 
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Other: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Have a look at the four possible options: 

What do you like about these options? 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

What do not you like about these options? 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 
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Is there something missing? 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Which type of mass rapid transit do you prefer?  

☐ Light rail    ☐ Bus Rapid Transit 

Why? 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

☐ Tick this box if you would like Let’s Get Wellington Moving to 

email you about this and other projects.  

Make sure to include your email: 

 _________________________________________________  
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Please mail us your feedback by filling out the survey then fold the A4 pages so the Freepost  

envelope below is facing out, seal the pages with tape and drop into any Post Box. 


