
 
 

Let’s Get Wellington Moving | Gehl Study  

 

Let’s Get Wellington Moving is working with world renowned Gehl Architects to identify 
opportunities to raise the urban quality and liveability of Wellington. 

  

The programme vision - a great harbour city, accessible to all, with attractive places, shared 
streets, and efficient local and regional journeys – focuses on liveability and quality of people’s 
experience of Wellington City. A city is only attractive and liveable if it is enjoyable, easy to get 
around, well connected and these connections are designed with people in mind. To bring this 
vision to life in the future we need to measure the liveability of Wellington now and create a 
baseline against which we can measure our progress. 

 

What is the study about? 

The Gehl Public Space Public Life study aims to help create more liveable places by looking at the 
relationships between the built environment, people’s movements around the city and their 
quality of life. It is an internationally recognised research approach that has been used as a best 
practice model to guide wide-ranging transport and urban development projects in cities around 
the world, as well as Auckland and Christchurch. 

 

The study looks at pedestrian, cycle and vehicle movements, demographics, interaction with 
public transport, green and recreational spaces, and parking, to measure how Wellington is 
performing for people and to provide guidance for design.   

   

The purpose of this study is to identify issues and opportunities in Wellington City based on this 
international best-practice perspective and to offer advice on how general improvements can 
raise the urban quality.  To promote more liveable places at a critical time in Wellington’s growth 
and development, we need to establish a current public life data baseline, set new targets, inform 
upcoming proposals and measure the results.   

  

How will the results of the study be used? 

A previous Public Space Public Life study, focussing on the waterfront and connectivity with the 
Central City was completed in 2004 for Wellington City Council. Since its completion, the previous 
Wellington Gehl study has painted an important picture of the public space use and quality. The 
2021 study aims to fill a gap in our understanding of how people’s movements around the city 
and quality of life have evolved over the last 17 years.  

 

The 2004 study area will be revisited as part of the 2021 survey, but the scope will be expanded to 
include a greater portion of the Central City, including areas surrounding the Railway Station, 
north and south-east Te Aro, areas surrounding the Basin Reserve and Cuba Street. These areas 
are particularly important as they contain the majority of main civic spaces, commercial and 
entertainment precincts (such as Civic Square, the Waterfront, Golden Mile and Cuba Street) 
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along with educational and cultural institutions (such as Te Auaha, Victoria and Massey University 
campuses, Te Papa, St James theatre and the Opera House).  

 

Using this information, recommendations can be prepared around increasing vibrancy, 
connectivity, safety and accessibility of the city. Also identifying opportunities to enhance places 
to make the city more relaxing and enjoyable, improve the quality and consistency of cityscape 
and green spaces and support our local environment. For example, to better understand the 
barriers pedestrians may be facing, we need to understand which environments currently 
encourage walking, then identify which walking and public space improvements can support, 
along with cycling and public transport, Let’s Get Wellington Moving in tackling these barriers. 

 

In addition to providing a better understanding of the patterns of life which are taking place in 
public spaces, the 2021 study will contribute to providing sound empirical evidence as a basis for 
on-going prioritisation and evaluation of Let’s Get Wellington Moving projects, along with partner 
organisations such as the Wellington City Council’s Planning for Growth (PfG) programme. This 
international best practice approach also allows us to benchmark our progress against other 
global cities.  

 

The findings, along with recommendations, will be released in June 2021. 

 

More about Gehl Architects 

Gehl Architects, established 20 years ago, are leading advocates of the development of a people-
first approach to building and developing cities. Founder Jan Gehl has been researching the 
connection between spatial use, architecture and psychology for over 50 years and is world-
renowned in this field. Gehl’s work is grounded in urban data and insights into people’s behaviour 
in space.   

 

Gehl established the Public Space Public Life study methodology as a way of investigating the 
interaction between public space and public life, identifying the influence of movement and 
behaviour, as well as ‘life’ patterns in urban spaces. This enables a people-focused approach to 
urban design and urban planning, utilising evidence-based analysis to understand how the built 
environment can promote more liveable places.     

 

Detailed information is collected about who is present in spaces, what activities are taking place, 
and how that activity changes throughout the day, week and year. These insights can help 
communities, decision makers and organisations better understand their city, actively engage the 
community through documenting their use and behaviour and can be analysed together with 
other information such as pedestrian, cycle or vehicle data to make evidence-based decisions.  
The approach ultimately aims to measure how the city is performing for people to provide 
guidance for planning and design. 

 

Gehl Architects are based in Denmark with international offices in New York and San Francisco.  
Alongside their work in public space analysis, Gehl Architects have experience working on 
integrated mobility strategies and plans that connect pedestrians, cycling and mass transit 
systems seamlessly into the public space network. 

 



 
 

Questions? 

Get in touch with us: info@lgwm.nz  
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