
Let’s Get Wellington Moving want to 
make it safer and easier to walk and 
bike in the Miramar, Kilbirnie and 
Rongotai area, to help achieve our 
goal of moving more people with 
fewer vehicles.
Our priority is to make these roads safer as soon as 
possible so that everyone living on and using them, 
can get get around and help achieve a transport 
system free of death and serious injury. 

Safer Speeds
Speed is a factor in every crash. No matter what 
the cause of the crash is, the faster the vehicle is 
travelling, the more likely it is that somebody will be 
hurt or die. Setting safer speed limits helps save lives. 

We are consulting the community on safer speed 
limits in two sections of State Highway 1 between 
the Mount Victoria and the Airport. After completing 
a review of the current speed limits, we propose 
to change the limits on Ruahine Street, Cobham 
Drive and Calabar Road. An additional short stretch 
of Cobham Drive which is not part of SH1 is also 
included, to keep speed limits consistent. 

Cobham Drive Crossing 
We want your views on our proposed crossing of 
Cobham Drive. Right now, there is no safe crossing 

point between Miramar and the Evans Bay Parade 
traffic lights. This means that some people make 
dangerous crossings, and other people may choose 
to drive, even for short trips. This adds to congestion 
and emissions. 

We plan to provide a safe crossing, controlled by 
traffic lights, that connects to the new Tahitai Cobham 
Drive paths near ASB Sports Centre. This will make 
it easier for people in Miramar to walk or bike to the 
sports centre and to Kilbirnie town centre. It will also 
help people in Kilbirnie, Lyall Bay and Rongotai to get 
onto the new paths, which will soon provide a safe 
walking and biking route all the way to the city centre. 

Next Steps
This project is part of our three-year programme 
focussed on delivery of projects that can get 
underway the soonest and help make it easier to get 
around on foot, by bike or by bus. We plan to start 
construction by the end of this year. 

How to provide feedback
Feedback is due by 5pm on Wednesday 28 July 2021.

Provide feedback online at lgwm.nz/sh1safety

Return the feedback form to Let’s Get Wellington 
Moving using the pre-paid postage attached.

Complete, scan and email the form to us at  
info@lgwm.nz 
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Safer speeds on SH1
Lowering speed limits on these  
roads could save the life of  
someone you know.
Our priority is to make these roads 
safer as soon as possible so that 
everyone living on, and using it,  
can get where they are going safely. 
 We are also working on major 
projects to improve transport  
options along this route. 

Speed is a factor in every crash. No matter what 
the cause of the crash is, the faster the vehicle is 
travelling, the more likely it is that somebody will 
be hurt or die. People make mistakes, and we will 
never eliminate crashes, but speed can be the factor 
that determines whether someone is killed, seriously 
injured or walks away unharmed. A small reduction 
in speed can make a big difference, especially  
when cyclists or pedestrians are involved.

On SH1 between Taurima Street and Stewart Duff 
Drive (Wellington Airport), two people were killed 
and 16 people were seriously injured in crashes from 
2011 to 2020. Please note 2020 data is incomplete. 

Parts of SH1 East of Mount Victoria have speed limits 
which are too high for the type of road environment. 
Narrow roads with footpaths, intersections and 
driveways are not suitable for 70km/h speed limits. 

Have your say: Formal consultation
We want to hear what you think about the proposed 
new speed limits for SH1 between Mount Victoria 
Tunnel and Wellington Airport, and if there is 
anything we should consider before making a final 
decision to change the speed limit. 

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency are responsible 
for setting speed limits on state highways 
nationwide, following the Land Transport Rule: 
Setting of Speed Limits 2017. Formal consultation  
is required under the rule.

We are proposing to reduce the 70km/h speed  
limits on SH1 East of Mount Victoria. On Ruahine 
Street, we propose a 50km/h limit. On Cobham 
Drive and Calabar Road we propose a 60km/h limit.

Setting a 60km/h limit on Cobham Drive is also  
part of making sure our proposed crossing is  
safe for all road users. 

Location Current Speed Limit Proposed Speed Limit

SH1 Ruahine Street from Taurima Street  
to Wellington Road 

70km/h 50km/h

SH1 Wellington Road from Ruahine Street  
to Evans Bay Parade

50km/h No change  
(50km/h)

SH1 Cobham Drive from Evans Bay Parade  
to Calabar Road

70km/h 60km/h

SH1 Calabar Road from Cobham Drive to Stewart 
Duff Drive (Wellington Airport)

70km/h 60km/h

Cobham Drive 100m north of Calabar Road 
roundabout (Wellington City Council local road)

70km/h 60km/h
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Proposed speed changes and new crossing location

Local Road Speed Change
A short section of Cobham Drive heading towards 
Miramar, from Calabar Road roundabout to 
approximately 150m north of the roundabout, will 
also be changed from 70km/h to 60km/h. This 
section of Cobham Drive is a local road, owned by 
Wellington City Council. It is not part of SH1. 

We propose changing the speed limit on this stretch 
to ensure consistency with the new speed limit on 
SH1. Wellington City Council are responsible for 
setting speed limits on local roads. Your feedback 
will be provided to Wellington City Council as a part 
of this decision-making process. 

How much time will these changes 
add to my journey? 
Considering both the speed limit changes and the 
proposed crossing, our assessments show that a 
journey, in free-flowing traffic travelling at the speed 
limit, from the Mount Victoria Tunnel to the airport 
could take up to 50 seconds longer – a maximum 
33 second increase from the reduction in speed 
limits and an approximately 15 second increase at 
the crossing traffic lights. When the roads are busy, 
there will often be no change to journey times.  

Ruahine St

Cobham Drive

Calabar Rd

6070

KEY

Extent of proposed change

Proposed new speed limits

Indicative locations only, not to scaleSourced from LINZ. CC BY 4.0
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Crossing on Cobham Drive
We propose a new safe crossing, west of the Troy 
Street roundabout – near the ASB Sports Centre. The 
crossing will be slightly raised above road level, and 
controlled by traffic lights. 

We want to provide better connections so that 
more people can use the new Tahitai walking and 
bike paths. The Cobham Drive section of Tahitai 
was recently opened and paths around Akau Tangi 
- Evans Bay connecting to Oriental Bay and the 
central city are under construction. 

We also want to make it safer and easier for people in 
Miramar to get to places like the ASB Sports Centre, 
Rongotai College and Kilbirnie town centre by better 
connecting the area’s footpaths and bike lanes. 

We know that some people take risks crossing in this 
area, as it’s a long way (1.8km) between safe crossing 
points. A person was killed while trying to cross in 
2016, and there are reports of near misses. We want 
to make it safer and more convenient to get around 
the Eastern Suburbs by bike or by foot, to help reduce 
congestion and emissions from short car trips.

The crossing will have a two-stage or ‘staggered’ 
layout. This means there are separate traffic light 
phases for the lanes going towards the airport, and 
for the lanes going towards the city. This will help 
keep cars, trucks, and buses moving through the 
area while providing a safe crossing. 

Have your say
We want your view on whether this crossing is in the 
right place, and if it would make it easier for you to 
get around the area. 

Why was this option chosen? 
We investigated and weighed a number of 
alternatives to select this option. We considered four 
crossing locations, and crossings over, under, and at 
the same level as the road. 

We have heard the community’s calls for a bridge or 
underpass crossing and considered these options, 
but neither can provide safety benefits in the short 
term. An initial analysis of costs and benefits shows 
that a crossing controlled by traffic lights is the most 
cost-effective way to provide a crossing. This option 
can be built the earliest, providing a safe way to 
cross as soon as possible.  

A crossing at road level will also be easier for many 
people (including people using wheelchairs or with 
children in prams) as it doesn’t need long ramps or 
stairs. 

You can read more about how we selected this 
option on our website at lgwm.nz/sh1safety

To Miramar

ASB Sports Centre

Akau Tangi - Evans Bay

To City


